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Bicol Region – Home of Top-notchers
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Student Enrolment to SUCs in the Bicol Region [1]
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Estimated Number of Enrollees:

77,000 – 91,203



Nationwide Suspension of Classes [2]-[4]
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Resumption of Classes in August 2020 [5]-[8]
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Challenge of Online Modes of Learning [9]-[10]
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“Only 17% of Filipino students have 

internet access”

“Only 3.4% of Filipino students 

have own cellphones that can 

connect to the internet”

“Only 5% of Filipino students have 

stable internet connectivity”



Project Objective
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Questions to be Answered
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Are SUCs capable to conduct

online modes of learning?

How ready are the students for 

online modes of learning?



Conduct of the Research
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Collection 
of SUC Bid 

Data

Data 
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of Results
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Procurement Data Source
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Cleaning

Pre-Processing

Datasets on Bid Notices and 

Award Notices, AMP Bid Data, and 

Posted GPPB Awarded Contracts

Period Covered:

January 1, 2016 – May 31, 2020

Area of Focus: Region V
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Collection of Questionnaire Data
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Procurement Data Processing Method [11]-[14]
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Determination of Financial Capability
Identification of SUC Attributes
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Demographics of Students
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160 (66.11%) out of the 242 who

willingly respondents from 5

different SUCs in the Bicol Region

were reported to have a monthly

household income below

PHP25,000.
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Demographics of Students
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Majority (>60%) of the

respondents were reported to

be 1st and 2nd year students who

would be enrolling this 1st

Semester AY 2020 – 2021, of

whom also belong to those who

have reported a monthly

household income less than

PHP25,000.
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Demographics of Students
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Majority (about 60%) of the students were reported to largely rely on cellular

phones and cellular data to accomplish academic tasks given by their respective

institutions.
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Internet Connectivity Provided by SUCs
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Internet connectivity within SUC main campuses were reported to be primarily provided at the main

libraries, classroom hallways, and computer laboratories. A significant number of respondents also

claimed that both main and extension campuses did not generally provide internet connectivity.
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Main Campus Extension Campuses



Average Internet Speed Provided by SUCs
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Average internet download and upload speeds provided by SUCs as experienced by the respondents were

reported be below 5.0 Mbps, with majority of the respondents experiencing average speeds below 1.0

Mbps.
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Overall Feedback Score Given by Respondents
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Likert Scale Ratings Given by Respondents on SUCs’ Internet Connectivity



Crucial SUC Attributes
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It was found that the “Total Approved Budget Contract” and “Number of IT Related Tenders” SUC

attributes were crucial in determining the capacity of the SUC to effectively transition into online

modes of learning.



Are SUCs in Bicol Region Capable?
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7 out 9 SUCs were found to be financially capable for

the proposed online transition (15 SUC IDs were

reported due to the inclusion of extension campuses).



Are SUCs in Bicol Region Capable?
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Total Approved Budget Contract for Year 2016-2020

Information Technology (IT) IT Parts, Accessories, Peripherals

Internet Services Cumulative Sum of ABCs



Possible Reasons for Low Likert Scale Ratings
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• Only four (4) contracts amounting to PHP1.49 million for procuring computer servers from
January 2016 – May 2020 were reported.

• No procurement activity specifically designated for expanding the capacity of their present
servers in anticipation of the increased network traffic for online classes was observed for
the 1st quarter of the fiscal year 2020.

• Only four (4) contracts amounting to PHP11.52 million for securing internet connectivity
within SUC campuses were found for the period January 2016 – December 2019. No
contract in the 1st quarter of the fiscal year 2020 was found for internet bandwidth
expansion in anticipation of the heavy traffic to be induced by online classes.



Possible Reasons for Low Likert Scale Ratings
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• Only three (3) contracts amounting to PHP2.58 million for improving library capacity were
found for the period January 2016 – May 2020. No awarded contracts were found for
acquiring learning management and library management systems, and subscription to
online databases.

• No contracts for purchase of software for research and instructional purposes were found.

• Majority of the contracts found were designated for procuring “Information Technology
Parts and Accessories and Peripherals”. Procurement of USBs, hard drives, and printers
were amongst the most commonly awarded contracts.



Adopting Best Procurement Practices for IT

24BACKGROUND METHODOLOGY RESULTS AND DISCUSSION CONCLUSION

Contextualizing Readiness for Flexible Modes of Online Learning Using Open Procurement SUC Data

• Allocate at least PHP7.56 million for procuring computer servers to accommodate network
traffic in the system.

• Allocate at least PHP3.0 million in the 2nd quarter of the fiscal year 2020 for procuring
additional computer servers in anticipation of the increased network traffic induced by
online classes.

• Allocate at least PHP41.0 million to increase internet bandwidth and coverage within SUC
campuses (including extension campuses).

• Allocate at least PHP14.0 million for securing a reliable backup internet connectivity in
times of emergencies or disasters.



Adopting Best Procurement Practices for IT
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• Allocate at least PHP120.91 million for acquiring learning management systems, e-library,
library management systems, and online subscriptions to electronic databases (e.g.
Elsevier) which allowed full access to the most recent e-books and journal articles.

• Allocate at least PHP54.72 million to specifically procure various licensed software (e.g.
MATLAB) for research and instructional use either on-site or online.



Conclusions
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• Students were generally reported to rely on cellular phones and cellular data for

accomplishing their respective academic tasks. Hence, it is strongly recommended that

synchronous and asynchronous learning activities with low data consumption be

implemented.

• A budget allocation of at least PHP241.19 million was observed to establish a robust IT

infrastructure fully capable of implementing online modes of learning (i.e. online learning

made available by University of the Philippines).

• Since no significant investments necessary for the conduct of online modes of learning

were observed, it is strongly recommended that SUCs in the region include in their

Annual Procurement Plan (APP) acquisition of online learning management and library

management systems, and subscription to online databases.
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• Parallel to what has been observed for the procurement of learning and library

management systems and subscription to online electronic databases, it is also strongly

recommended that SUCs in the Bicol Region prioritize procurement of software for

research and instructional use.

• SUCs in the region are financially capable of the proposed online transition; however,

realignment of their appropriations specifically for improving their present IT

infrastructure is strongly recommended.
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Thank you for listening!
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